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ADIRE OODUA EXHIBITION TITLED: AKINKANJU.

The exhibition features twenty upcoming artists from Obafémi Awdlowd University, [lé-Ifé,
This exhibition focuses on patterned Adire textiles in recognition of two Yoruba illustrious
sons who have distinguished themselves in leadership and their service to humanity in
person of Late Chief Qbafémi Awdlowd and Dr. Akinwlmi Adésina. They are both
acknowledged as leaders and great contributors to the development of Yoriba in
particular and Nigeria in general. This exhibition was conceived by the Adire Oodua
Textile Training Hub of which His Imperial Majesty The Qoni of Ife is the Chairman in
collaboration with Obafémi Awodlowed University, llé-Ifé further cementing the Town and
Gown relationship between the People of llé-Ifé and the University Community.
Olori Adérénké Adémilyi-Oglnwisi the CEO of the Adire Oddua Textile Training Hub with
the assistance of Professor D.0. Makinde, Mr. Segun lJiboku and Mr. Qtun Babatunde of
Obafémi Awolowg University, Ilé-Ifé with seveenteen student artists put this exhibition up
at such short notice.

Notably, there could'nt have been a better theme than the one "Akinkanju" used in
this exhibition. Considering the two personality involved in the exhibition. For us to enjoy
this exhibition, it is imperative to fully understand the concept and meaning of the theme
"Akinkanju” imagery and icons used in the exhibits. The artists professionally through
their creative explore processed some of identifiable and physical attributes of Chief Qbéafémi
Awdldwg as in his use of glasses and the use of what people called 'Awo cap'..Likewise,
Dr. Akinwumi Adesina of Africa Development Bank. His attributes was found and represented
linearly in his bow tie and suits, These attributes were creatively reduced to symbols and
motifs that were used to generate designs for the fabrics.

These exhibits present an array of talents and creative geniuses among the participating
students. The varying styles of individual participants/artists is further exposed in the
professional uses of colours, symbols, composition and conceptualisation of the theme.
This exhibition is no doubt very unique and distinguished considering its focus and character.
More importantly the historical, political and social aspect of the theme "Akinkanju” would
be understood better. Ladies and gentlemen, | employ you to join me to celebrate our
distinguished personality, Dr Akinwumi Adesina and father of the society and icon of

generations to Obafemi Awolowo.



Traditional tye dye with many indigenous plants as a vocation and art tradition especially
indigo dyeing is a specialized art, which has become a legacy among the Yorubas.
Dyeing among the Yoruba is of two types; total-dyed cloth called AMURE without
covering any part of the fabric for dye resistance or pattern formation and ADIRE
which involves creating patterns on the fabric through any of a variety of available
techniques before immersing the cloth inside dye. Adire patterns and pictograms
were a mode of storytelling and communication via fabrics in Yorubaland but have
been largely lost to the fog of time in the midst of globalization. The symbaols, patterns,
motifs and signs used on traditional adire have meanings, which are unknown to many.
Here are some examples of them with their meanings:

i. Wall gecko {Omao-onilem) - The symbol of a peaceful home.

ii. A snake and a bird on a tree (ejd ati eye) - The enemies in your own home will not hurt
you openly.

iii. Mirror/Diagonal hatch (Dingi) - Self reflection, reflection of life, someone whois a
reflection in your life.

iv. Concentric spirals (Olékotd) - The cycle of life, going through the natural stages of life,
we start small but grow bigger.

v. Crossroads (Orita méta) - Your journey may be difficult, but you will eventually get there.
vi Umbrella & cassava leaf (Agbodrin ati ewé égé) - The umbrella represents shade and
protection, the leaves mean resources, every part of the cassava is useful. Don't be lazy, take
advantage of the resources around you and make full use of them.

vii. Concentric rectangles with a central circle (Aghoolé) - Family house. When a family lives
together, their bond is stronger, you don't leave fire burning on a roof and go to sleep.

viii. Cowrie shells (Owo-eyg) - Represents wealth and prosperity.

ix. Ear ring (yeri/yeti) - You will only hear good news around

®. (DUndun), Talking drum - Celebration and joy, an eventful life.

xi. Calabash halves with squares in the middle - Life is sweet, but with money it is even
sweeter.

xii. Fish bone pattern (Egungun eja) - Don't bite off more than you can chew.

The Adire Oodua Textile Training Hub is located in lle Ife, Osun State. It's a vocational
skill acquisition center set up by His Imperial Majesty The Ooni of Ife . The Hub is a
resource center for learning different techniques of adire making. The hub offers free
training to women and young people enabling them to acquire a skill to become
sustainable financially. At the Adire hub we understand the importance of acquiring a
skill while studying, so for this exhibition we collaborated with undergraduate students
of Obafemi Awolowo University to create fabrics that tell stories of the legendary
Obafemi Awolowo and President of AFDB Dr Akinwumi Adesina and their similarities in
leadership. The students created patterns with different methods of adire making, telling
stories through these patterns.
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Awolowo was born in lkenne. The name “lkenne”

was inscribed with traditional motifs on fabric

to create pattern.

Chief Awolowo's iconic cap and glasses was used
as motif on tie dye fabric. It represent his identity.




Dr. Adesina's iconic bow tie and glasses on map

of Africa was used as motif to depict 8th
president of Africa Development Bank.
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Chief Awolowo's iconic cap and glasses with
local TV was used as motif to depict first

Africa television station in the western region
by his administration.




Chief Awolowo's iconic cap and glasses are merged
with Dr. Adesina’s iconic bow tie and glasses was used
as motifs to depict how Dr. Adesina sees Chief Awolowo
has his role model.

Chief Awolowo’s iconic cap and glasses
with hand holding a microphone was used
as motifs to represent his as an active journalist
during his time.




Chief Awolowo’s iconic cap and glasses
and Dr. Adesina’s bow tie and glasses with
money bag and cocoa pod on map of
Nigeria was used as motifs to depict how
they are both have passion for Agriculture.

Chief Awolowe's image was used as motif
to create pattern on fabric. He founded the
Egbe Omo Oduduwa (Yoruba: "Society of the
Descendants of Oduduwa”) to promote the
culture and unity of the Yoruba people.




The name Awolowo means “Mysticism/
The Occult/Cult has honour”. It has roots in

the Yoruba traditional religion which is still
practiced in parts of Yorubaland, South West
Migeria.

Chief Awolowo's iconic cap and glasses on
book was used as motif to represent his
free universal primary education that he
provided for the children in western Region
by his administration.
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with stethoscope was used as motif to

represent free health care for children in
western region by his administration.




Chief Awolowo image depict as caricature
with academic gown and cap. It is used as motifs
to decorate the fabric. Chief Awolowo was a
Chanceller of University of Ife now Obafemi Awolowe
University during his time.

Chief Awolowe held the title of the Odole Osodua
of lle-lIfe during his time. His iconic cap and glasses
on map of Migeria was used as motifs on tie dye fabric
to depicts his chieftaincy.
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Dr. Adesina’s iconic bow tie and glasses on map
of Africa was used as motif to depict his
visionary leadership and passion for Africa’s
transformation.




This work is cassava paste resist on fabric
that depict a logo of Unity Party of Nigeria
in which Chief Obafemi Awoclowo was the
leader of the party. Traditional motifs are used
to embellished the fabric.
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Name Of Participants

Olatunji Olaide Falana Busola
lkepen Pamela Agboga Emmanuel
Omotosho Tony Odubunmi Latifat
Olawuni Damilola Ajibade Fatimo
Adewusi Teniola Adesina Oluwatunmise
Joaoquim Faith Archibong Margaret
Akinyemi Segun Akamo Adeola
Adekola Charity Adeleye Augustine
Amosun Abosede Adepoju Usman
Onyebuchi Present Durotoye Joseph

Supervised by: Jiboku Segun
Curated by: Otun Babatunde
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